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This amendment is supported by a 

broad bipartisan coalition of voting 
rights activists and election officials, 
headed by the Leadership Conference 
on Civil Rights and the National Asso-
ciation of Secretaries of States. Join-
ing in support of the amendment is the 
National Association of Counties, the 
National Association of Election Offi-
cials, the National Association of State 
Election Directors, and the National 
Conference of State Legislatures. 

I ask unanimous consent that this 
letter be included in the RECORD fol-
lowing my remarks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection it is so ordered. 

(See exhibit I.) 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, these 

funds will enable the states to estab-
lish temporary polling places, secure 
generators for running the electronic 
voting machines, provide basic sanita-
tion services for poll workers and vot-
ers, such as water and portable rest-
room facilities. 

Congress has taken great efforts to 
address the immediate needs of those 
affected by the hurricanes. Now Con-
gress must take additional steps to as-
sist the long-term needs of these com-
munities as they rebuild and move for-
ward. 

Ensuring the integrity of federal 
elections in these states by guaran-
teeing that the people of the Gulf Coast 
have access to a polling place is the 
very least this Congress can do. 

Senator LOTT and I first brought 
these anticipated needs to the atten-
tion of the Senate last October. At that 
time we noted the loss of polling 
places, election equipment, and elec-
tion records in the impacted states. 
While we did not have reliable cost es-
timates at that time, we served notice 
that as the committee of jurisdiction 
over federal elections, we would come 
back to the Senate as the full extent of 
the damage and its potential impact on 
the 2006 federal elections became clear. 

Well, by last December it had become 
clear that the states could not recon-
struct the infrastructure to conduct 
federal elections without assistance. 

And so in December Chairman LOTT 
and I introduced the ‘‘Hurricane Elec-
tion Relief Act of 2005.’’ This bill au-
thorizes the necessary funding to aid 
impacted states in the conduct of fed-
eral elections this year, consistent 
with the Help America Vote Act— 
HAVA. 

Specifically, it provides federal fund-
ing to impacted states to restore and 
replace supplies, materials, records, 
equipment and technology that were 
damaged, destroyed, or dislocated as 
result of the storms. The bill directs 
the Election Assistance Commission to 
determine need and disburse grants to 
eligible states. 

The Senate passed this measure by 
unanimous consent on February 9. A 
House companion bill, H.R. 4140, ‘‘En-
suring Ballot Access for Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita Victims Act of 2005,’’ 
was introduced by Representative 
MILLENDER-MCDONALD. 

It is imperative that Congress ensure 
that affected states have the resources 
necessary to conduct federal elections 
this year in a fair and accurate man-
ner. It is equally imperative that all el-
igible voters affected by these natural 
disasters have an opportunity to par-
ticipate in their democracy. 

Being displaced by a hurricane 
should not result in being 
disenfranchised from a federal election. 

Each affected state will have its own 
challenges. For example, according to 
the Secretary of State in Louisiana, 
over 400,000 registered voters are dis-
persed in 49 states. 

While fewer voters were displaced in 
Mississippi, the election infrastructure 
was completely destroyed or severely 
damaged by winds and surges, accord-
ing to the Secretary of State of Mis-
sissippi. 

In Alabama, the Secretary of State 
has indicated that their allocated elec-
tion costs were spent not on con-
ducting elections, but removing debris 
and repairing election infrastructure 
following the hurricanes. 

Other states have been impacted, to a 
lesser extent, by the influx of tem-
porary residents displaced by the hurri-
canes. In many of those states, dis-
placed citizens may have decided not 
to return home but to become residents 
of the host state, thereby adding to the 
election administration responsibil-
ities of those jurisdictions. 

The amendment we are offering 
today will ensure that these unforseen 
needs are met and that the federal elec-
tions required this year are accessible, 
accurate, and transparent. 

Regardless of the funding needs of 
the impacted states, one thing is clear. 
They are similarly situated with all 
other states conducting 2006 federal 
elections. They have a solemn duty to 
protect and preserve the constitu-
tionally guaranteed right of each eligi-
ble voter to cast a vote and have that 
vote counted. 

The impacted states are prepared to 
work hard to secure the rights of our 
nation’s voters and they will conduct 
these elections with whatever re-
sources are available to them. But the 
access to the ballot box should not de-
pend upon whether or not a state has 
recovered from an unprecedented series 
of natural disasters. 

And voters are ready to work hard 
and participate in the governance and 
rebuilding of their communities, no 
matter what the damage inflicted on 
them by nature. But their ability to 
participate in our democracy through 
the ballot box should not depend upon 
whether their community has been suc-
cessfully rebuilt. 

It is essential that we join together 
to ensure that all states impacted by 
these natural disasters have the re-
sources to conduct timely federal elec-
tions that fully enfranchise all eligible 
voters. 

This is literally our last opportunity 
to provide these funds in time to make 
a difference. It would be irresponsible 

not to ensure that these states have 
sufficient resources to conduct federal 
elections this year. The health of our 
democracy depends upon it. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment. 

EXHIBIT I 
MAKE ELECTION REFORM A REALITY 

SUPPORT GULF COAST STATES IN THEIR EX-
TRAORDINARY EFFORTS TO ADMINISTER ELEC-
TIONS AFTER KATRINA 

APRIL 24, 2006. 
DEAR SENATORS: We, the undersigned orga-

nizations, urge you assist Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Alabama in their efforts to hold 
meaningful elections in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. We are asking for $50 
million in the upcoming Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations legislation for those 
states in their efforts to administer trans-
parent and accountable elections. 

It is imperative that the citizens of the 
Gulf Coast region are provided with the op-
portunity to participate in the critical and 
difficult decision making that each of these 
states face in the foreseeable future. Every 
election presents states with challenges, but 
never before has there been such great poten-
tial for disenfranchisement than in the elec-
tions the Gulf Coast states are facing this 
year. 

Voters have been displaced, voting equip-
ment has been destroyed or severely dam-
aged and polling places have been leveled. 
The outcome of the devastation is that coun-
ty budgets which were strained before the 
hurricane have now been depleted dealing 
with issues like debris removal and infra-
structure rebuilding. Many of the businesses 
have shut down, thereby reducing or elimi-
nating a tax base for those counties. The 
funding is just not available at the state and 
local level to rebuild the elections infra-
structure. 

Time is of the essence. Starting this month 
and running through the summer, all of 
these states have primary elections for local 
and federal offices. 

The officials and residents of the Gulf 
Coast states are extremely grateful for the 
support from all levels of government and 
from the many Americans who have been de-
voted to helping them rebuild and move for-
ward. We look forward to working with you 
on this critical issue. Should you have any 
questions, please contact Leslie Reynolds of 
the National Association of Secretaries of 
State at (202) 624–3525 or Val Frias of the 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights at 
(202) 263–2852, or any of the individual organi-
zations listed below. 

Sincerely, 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, 
National Association of Counties, 
National Association of Election Officials, 
National Association of Secretaries of 

State, 
National Association of State Election Di-

rectors, 
National Conference of State Legislatures. 

Mr. DODD. I urge adoption of the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the amendment? If 
not, the question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment (No. 3727) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I move to 
reconsider the vote. 

Mr. LOTT. I move to lay that motion 
on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 
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